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Summary

In the area to be flooded in the second engineering stage for the Danjiang reser-
voir, we discovered 16 vertebrate fossil localities and 52 Paleolithic sites in 1994, and
collected 603 artifacts and many fossils.

Of the 16 newly found vertebrate fossil localities, three are reptile sites represented
by dinosaur eggs and limb bones, and 13 produce mammals, including 4 Paleogene, 2
Neogene and 7 Quaternary sites.
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The mammalian localities are of Paleocene, Eocene, Early Miocene, and Pliocene
or Early Pleistocene, Middle and Late Pleistocene, respectively. They fill in some strata
gaps of this time span, and provide important materials for studying paleozoogeo-
graphy and paleoenvironmental changes of this region.

Leibei site yielded some mandibles and teeth of Rhombomylus and ctenodactyloid
which are of Early Eocene age. The Prosarcodon or Sarcodon-like animal and Heomys
found at Xingdoupo and Huangjiayazi may help to reveal the history of Paleocene
mammals of Liguangiao Basin.

Besides some deer fossils, a new species of Alloptox was also found at Liangjia-
gang. The new form is primitive, indicating Early Miocene age. From the fissure
deposits of Taizishan were discovered deer, rhinoceros, Prosiphneus (Rodentia) and
Pliopentalagus (Lagomorpha), the geologic age may be Late Pliocene or Early
Pleistocene.

The Yangwei site is the most prolific and interesting. This locality produced a
well-preserved mandible of the golden monkey (Rhinopithecus lantianensis) with all
cheek teeth present, besides some artiodactyls. The age of the fossil-bearing bed is
probably of late Early Pleistocene.

The Paleolithic sites are chronologically subdivided into three stages according to
characters of the artifacts and their geomorphologic occurrences.

Of the early stage, the artifacts from 25 sites or localities, including cores, chop-
pers, points and hand-axes, are mainly made of large pebbles. they are characterized
by means of direct percussion and alternating retouching with hammer. But the re-
touching is not so fine, and most of them preserve pebble faces. The artifacts collec-
ted from the 3rd terrace of the Han River where Yunxian Man was excavated greatly
enrich the cultural information. The discovery of hand-axes provides evidence for the
correlation of Chinese Paleolithic cultures with foreign ones, especially some other
Asian countries.

The artifacts of the middle stage are mainly collected from the 2nd terrace of the
Han River. In view of the percussion and retouching technique, they are very similar
to that of the early stage, but smaller in size and more exquisitely retouched. This
stage is characterized by hand-axes that are retouched bifacially.

The industry at the late Paleolithic stage is more progressive, the artifacts are
made mainly of flint and agate, and are smaller, and the retouching is more exquisite.

The artifacts of these three stages from this area reveal the continuity of the
cultural evolution. They also show both characters of southern and northern Chinese
Paleolithic industries. These will play a great role in the study of the Chinese
Paleolithic cuiture.

This paper also makes brief comments on the newly found Neolithic sites.



