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FIRST DISCOVERY OF EOCENE TITANOTHERE
IN XINJIANG, CHINA

The staffs of IVPP, Chinese Academy of Sciences and the Carnegie Museum of
Natural History, U. S. A. discovered a broken skull of a titanothere south about 40
km from Dabu railroad station in Turpan Basin, Xinjiang in June 26, 1993. It was
Dr. K. Cristopher Beard who first saw the fossil. Because of serious weather, we
only got a right P3(V10772) (L./W.: 26.6/31.0mm). But we measured the skull on
the spot (IVPP field No. 93011): Length: 57.5cm; Width: 42.0cm; Width of occipi-
tal condyle: 13.0cm. '

The lithologic conditions of the beds are as follows:

4. plate-like light red clay...........coveen ca. 5m

3. red clay with veins in itee.ceceieennns ca. 10m

2. soil-yellow fresh water limestone...... ca. 5—6m

1. grey sandy stone with tiny conglomerate bearing fossil titanothere
(Bottom)

The discovery confirms the existence of Paleogene in that area.
the characters of the P?® (smaller than those of late Eocene titanotheres, such as Rhi-
notitan), the age of the beds bearing it may be of the middle Eocene.

According to
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We would like to point out that we can not exclude the possibility that the
skull belongs to a new genus because the proportion of the length of the skull
to width is small. Therefore, the crown view of the skull is nearly ovalshaped.

(Qi Tao, in IVPP)
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A NOMEN NOVUM FOR TANICHTHYS JIN, 1991

Tanichthys Jin, 1991, an Early Cretaceous hiodontid, is a junior homonym of
Tanichthys Lin, 1932, a recent cyprinid, then should be rejected. A new name Ta-
nolepis is proposed to replace it.

Tanolepis(nom. nov.)

Synonym Tanichthys Jin, 1991. Vert. PalAsiat., 29(1): 46—54.

Genotype T. ningjiagouensis. : '

Thanks are due to Dr.R. Arai at the National Science Museum, Tokyo and Dr.
G. J. Nelson at the American Museum of Natural History, New York for providing

the information.
(Jin Fan)



