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Abstract

Two crania » Nanjing land Nanjing 2. were
foundin a cave near Nanjingin 1993, and referred
to as Homo erectus - In recent years > the distor -
tional Nanjing 2 was restored » the Nanjing 1 was
compared , and the highly projecting nasal bones ;
an unusual feature of Nanjing 1. were explained -
The Nanjing Zis anincomplete calvarium . and pre -
serves cracked frontal , parietal » and occipital
bones only - The restored cal varium presents larger
parietal bones ; a relatively narrow upper scale of
occipital bone and a probable larger cranial capaci -
ty > and reveals affinities with early Homo sapiens
rather than Homo erectus - The comparisons of
Nanjing 1 with Zhoukoudian » Sangiran 17, KUM-
ER 3733and Bodo indicate that .

of regional variation can be observed ; 2) The sim -

larity bet ween Nanjing 1 and KUMER 3733in

1) A certain level

most features of calvaria suggests an anato mical
stability of some members of Homo erectus in cal -
varia morphology over a span of at least a million
years : 3) The facial measure ments of Nanjing land
Bodo confir m the prediction of the *“Center and
Edge” hypothesis » which emphasizes that at the
periphery > some of the features that marked mod -
ern geographic variation appear in Homo erectus
and were maintained for very long time periods -
An observation discoses that highly projecting na -
sal bones have not been found in the crania from
AMfrica ; Europe s and West Asia during the ti me of
Nanjing Homo erectus or earlier ti me - Therefore ,
the nasal feature of Nanjing lcannot be used as ev -
idence of western affinities - It is acceptable that
the high projection of nasal bones is a feature of

adaptation to cli mate - Furt her more ; the capacity

of Nanjing 1 was calculated to be 871 ml , whichis
comparable to that of Zhoukoudian 3and supports
the date 580—620 KaBP for Nanjing 1.



