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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT OF JINGSHUIWAN
PALEOLITHIC SITE IN THE THREE GORGES REGION

1 . 1 1 .1 .2
PEI Shuwen , FENG Xingwu » CHEN Fuyou , GAO Xing , ZHANG Wen~qing
(1 Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology . Chinese Academy of Sciences: Beijing 100044, China

2 Technical Method Institute of Hydrologic and Engineering Geology: MLR:Baoding 071051, China)

Abstract; The Jingshuiwan Paleolithic site, as one of the important Paleolithic sites in the Three Gorges Region: is

buried in the second terrace of the right bank of the Yangtze River- This site was excavated from 1998 to 2002 for five

. . 2
successive seasons s exposmg an area of about 2121 m -

Seven stratigraphic layers were identified at the site, with the total thickness of more than 21 m- Archaeological ma~

terials were mainly unearthed from the 7" layer. a layer of fine sand. 2.0 m in thickness, 158~~162 m above the sea

level and in clear primary context- A total of 910 stone artifacts and some mammalian teeth and bones. including Ste-

godon, Cervids and Bovids: were unearthed from the site- The stone assemblage includes cores (304). flakes (382),

stone hammers (4), chunks (102) and retouched tools (118).The stone tool industry includes choppers and scrapers
manufactured with pebble and large flakes, showing close tie with the “Pebble Tool Tradition” in South China- Optically

Stimulated Lumininescene dating on soil samples from the artifact bearing layer has yielded an age close to 80 000 aBP,

which places the Jingshuiwan industry to the Middle Paleolithic in China- Environmental analyses conclude that hominids

at Jingshuiwan site were living in warm moist climatic condition, indicated by the existence of coniferous trees, broad-leaf

trees, and mixed forest-prairie vegetations -

In a word, the unique natural environment with hills behind and the river in front as well as the resources of water

and animals and vegetation along the Yangtze River provides a stable and comfortable environment for the ancient people

to make tools>work and live at Jingshuiwan site -

Key words: environment ; Middle Paleolithic; Jingshuiwan; Three Gorges Region



