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FIRST DISCOVERY OF MEGACEROS (MAMMALIA)
IN NINGXIA

Qi Tao

(Institute of Vertebrate palacontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

Summary

When I was working in Ningxia Hui Aotonomous Region in 1974, a geologic
engineer of Geologic Bureau of Ningxia gave me a fossii mammalian specimen and
asked me to identify it. This is the first discovery of Megaceros in Ningxia.

The specimen was collected from the southern branch valley of Guojing valley of
Zhangjiayuan mesa, Tongzin county.

Quaternary sequence there is as follows (from upper to lower):

4) Qs: grey-yellow siltstone (new loess or Malan loess) cerererserercrnaraes 1.5m.

unconformity.
3) Q,: (upper layer) grey-yellow or reddish siltstone; hard; no big pore in it;
vertical seams developed reeeeesessrrvereemmiiiiiiniiiiiita 4.0m.
conformity
2) Qg (lower layer)

Upper part: dark grey or red conglomerate racks(limestone with some
quartz sandstone); better psephicity, bad sorting; some
sandy clay and clay sandstone between the conglomerate
rOcks secsresersereireniriieiiacinns ereeeeieereernratataraaaas 1.5m.

Middle part: Clay sandstone with sandy clay conglomerate in the middle

Lower part: three layers of conglomerate rocks bearing clay sandstone
and sandy clay with horizontal beddings. Megaceros and
fossil gastropoda from sandy clay and clay sandstone

— — —-—disconformity — — ——

1) Qi red-brown stony loess (or Wuchen loess) with clay masses (diameter:
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20——.30Cm') arranging irregularly ....................................... 1. 1m.
Total 12.6m. thick

Megaceros is widely distributed in Asia, Europe, and north America. In this cou-
ntry Megaceros was mainly found in North China and rarely in north-west region of
China except in Gansu Province.

The specimen (IVPP no. V8431) is a broken horizontal ramus of the lower jaw
With M;.

According to the morpha of M; and its swollen ramus of the lower jaw, this
specimen should be refered to the genus, Megaceros, a cervid. And probably, it appro-
aches to Megaceros pachyosteus, not to Megaceros ordosianus. :

The length of its M; is the longest one among all species of this genus (measure-
ment table 1), though it not beyond the bound of variation of this genus (measure-
ment table2). ’

Because layer 4 is composed of new loess (Late Pleistocene) and layer 1, stony
loess (Early Pleistocene), so the age of Layer 3 and 2 should be considered to be of
Middle Pleistocene. Maybe the age of them is equivalent to that of Zhoukoudian mam-
malian fauna of Beijing Man Site.



