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Fig. 1 Yikezhaogia megafenesirala gen. et sp. nov., dorsal view of skull
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Fig. 3 Yikezhaogia megafenestrala gen. et sp. nov. laterral view of lower jaw of right side
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ON A NEW SCALOPOSAURID FROM INNER MONGOLIA

Li Yuhe
(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleontroplogy. Academia Sinica)
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Summary

The present paper describes a Triassic mammal-like reptile discovered from Inner Mon-
golia by a field team of IVPP in 1976—1977. The material includes an incomplete skull, a
lowed jaw and some posteranial bones. The specimens are identified as a new genus and spe-
cis, belonging to the family Ictidosuchidae of the infra-order Scaloposauria and the name
Yikezhaogia megafenestrala is proposed.

Yikezhaogia possesses following characteristics: Large in size. Snout short, Septomaxi-
ilies extend posteriotly to about half of length of nasals. Zygomatic arch feeble. Orbit in the
shape of isosceles triangle. Extremely large temporal fossae and very broad temporal region.
Parietal narrow and ridged. Dentary slender and long, with straight lower margin and exce-
edingly low coronoid process. Region of symphysis wide. Dentition heterodont. Postcanine
teeth simple cone-shaped and tips of cone obtuse. Lower canine large. Pevis thin and weak.

The nearest relatives of Yikezhaogia are Ictidosuchoides and Olivieria, from Cistecepha-
lus zone and Lystrosaurus zone respectively. Yikezhaogia was coilected from the bottom of Er-
ma-ying formation, which is not eatlier than late stage of early Triassic in age. Up to the pre-
sent, the known genera of Ictidosuchidae have been found from Endothiodon-Cistecephalus
strata with the exception of Olivieria. Consequently, Yikezhaogia is a survivor of this family.
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