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NOTEON A NEW MID-JURASSIC SAUROPOD (DATOUSA-
URUS BASHANENSIS GEN. ET SP. NOV.) FROM
SICHUAN BASIN, CHINA.

Dong Zhiming Tang Zilv

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology Academia Sinica)
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Saurischia

Abstract

The Datousaurus bashanensis, a new
genus and species of sauropod is established
and described primely in this note. The old
species, Skunosanrus lii is added to by some
new materials including skull and a' rather
complete segment of caudal vertebrae. These
specimens were obtained from Dashanpu qu-
atry of Zigong, Sichuan province in 1979—
1981.

1, Skunosaurus lii Dong Zhow and Chang

It is a most abundant species and is also
a lead form in this fauna named Skanosaurus-
Fauna. There wete more than ten skeletons

including rather complete skulls and postcra-

nials.

Diagnosis: A medial size, primitive sa-
uropod. The skull rather heavy, with a pair
of nares in the front of the face. The tooth
spatulate in shape. The construction of pre-
sacral vertebrae solid. The cervicals opsi'tho-
coelous, the centrum rather short, the neural
spines lower, the pleurocoels small on the
side of the centrum. The dorsals platycoelo-
us, The neural spines high, the lamellar str-
ucture reductive on the neural arch and spi-
nes. The cetvical centrum length is 1.5 times
that of dorsal. The anterior caudal vertebrae

are moderatly platycoelous and posterior ones

are becoming amphicoelous. The chevrons
fork in the mid-caudal region. 13 cervical,
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12 dotsal and 4 sacral vertebrae. The limb
bones graviportal and rather flat on the cross
section.

The Shunosaurus shows a lot of primi-
tive features, even though it is an entirely
sauropod. It must represent an intermedial
stage between prosauropod and advanced sau-
ropod living in Late Jurassic and Cretaceous.

2, Datousautus bashanensis gen. et sp.
nov.

It is a huge and pimitive saoropod, 14
meters in the length. The skull big, heavy
and shorter, with a pair of nares in the front.
The tooth large and spatulate in shape. The
quadrate slant less forward ventrally. There
are ‘4 premaxillary, 10—12 maxillary and
12—14 dentary teeth. The jaw high and

heavy built, lateral jaw vacuity absent.

The construction of presacral vertebrae
solid. There are 13 cervicals, the centrum
opsithocoelous, the pleurocoels rather big
on the side of the centrum. The neural spi-
nes lower, lamellar structure reductive.
There are 12 dorsals, the centrum platycoe-
lous, 4 sacral vertebrae, these anterior neural
spines are fused. The cervical centrum length
is 2.5 times that of dorsals. The girdles he-
avy, with a well developed sacriostal yoke.
The limbs robust, having five digits in ma-
nus and pes. The chevrons fork.

The Xiashaximiao Formation yielded
Shunosaurus and Datousaurus (primitive sa-
uropods) is supposed to be middle Jurassic
(Bathonian-Callovian) in age.
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