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Research progresses of modern human origin and evolution in China

Liu Wu Wu Xiujie
(Key Laboratory of Vertebrate Evolution and Human Origin of Chinese Academy of Sciences ,
Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology s Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044)

Abstract Since 80s of last century, the research and debates on the modern human origin have been going
on surrounding the two opposite theories of “Out of Africa” and “Multiple Regional Evolution”. The atten-
tions of the studies have been gradually paid to the four aspects of the detailed process related to the origin
and evolution of modern humans: (1) emergence of early modern humans; (2) emergence and dispersal of
fully modern humans; (3) health and living adaptation activities during the origin and evolution of modern
humans. For the past decade, a lot of field surveys, excavations and related lab analysis have been carried
out in the four aspects in China and a series of new discoveries and understandings have been achieved. In

this paper, these research progresses of modern human origin and evolution are reviewed.

Key words modern human origin; human fossils; morphological traits; gene flow
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