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PRELIMINARY RESEARCH ON THE CRANIUM OF
SIVAPITHECUS YUNNANENSIS

Lu Qingwu Xu Qinghua
(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Palcoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

Zheng lLiang

(The Museum of Yunnan Province)

Abstract

A cranium of Sivapithecus was discovered at Shihuiba Colliery, Lufeng County,
Yunnan Province, by a team of the Iunstitute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoan-
thropology, Academia Sinica, and the Museum of Yunnan Provinee in Desember 1978.
The fossil unearthed from the stratum of brown ecoal which dates to Harly Pliocene
epoch. Preliminary studies indicate that the eranium can be referred to Siwapithecus
yunnanensts, It belongs to an adult and male individual.

The facial bones of the eranium are fairly well preserved, but the cerebral portion
is mostly broken.

Comparison between the Sivapithecus yunnanensis and the living orang-utan, shows
that: the trigonum frontale and narrowing apertura piriformis ete. are similar, there-
fore, it is possible that Stvapithecus yunnanensis is an ancestor of both the fossil orang-
utan of south China of Pleistocene and the living one. But Sivapithecus yunnanensis
also has many differences with the living orang-utan, such as the difference in size
between central and lateral incisors is larger, the canines are smaller and more delicate,
the degree of extension downwards and forwards of the sub-nasal part of the premaxilia
is weaker.

There are some features in the Stvapithecus yunnanensis which resembled to the
robust species of australopithecine e.g. the broad face and interorbital distance ete, it is
possible that some of the robust species of australopithecine were derived from Sivapi-
thecus yunnanensis.
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