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NEW DISCOVERY OF G gantopithecus blacki TOO TH FO SSIL
FROM BUIE GUIZHOU AND ITS SIGN IFICANCE

. .D O] O] . D . . @
Zhao Lingx ia Tong H aow en Xu Chunhua Yuan Zhenxin CaiHuiyang
(D Institute of Vertdru teP a leon o bgy and Palwan hhopobgy Chinese Acadeny of Scivees Beijing 100044
@M useum of Guichou Province Guiyang 550004)

Abstract

A tooth fossil of Giganvpithears bhdci according to history wcord collected fran Bijie Guizhou was
dentified fran the collection of Instite ofV ertebrate Paleonto bgy and Paleoanthwpobgy which was acquired fiom
he Chinese drug store of Bijie Guizhou Pwvince in 1964 The both is a right upper fourth premolar with awell
preserved tooh crown and a little part of wot The slightt wom cusps indicate that it belongs © a young
ndividual The length width and height of he crown are 12 8mm, 19 6mm, and 10. 6mm wespectvel. The
tooth size coincides with the small ype of Ggantopitiears bhdci fran Liucheng of Guangxi and Jianshi ofHubei
and is snalkr han that of Wum ngs of Guangxi The small size of Bijie Gigantopithecus tooth might be due to
either a fanak nd ividualwithin the larger sex dimorphisn, or an earlier geological age such as E arly Pleistocene

The geobgical age is poblematic because the original deposit bearing the tooh is unknown However a
neatby fossil sie calkd Baleryan a pwobably contemporaneous sie m ight povides us sime age infomation It is
a fissure deposit site( 27°22'12'N, 105°15'16'E) in limesbne about7km norh-w est fran Bijie city 1630m above
sea level Since 1983 a lot of hige manmal fossils have been found there including Ailuropoda m icrota
Stegodon, Tapirus Rhinoceros Hystrix subcristata et al, especially new discovered G gantopihears bladki ( not
described). Prelinnaly study on he fauna particulark te key fossils of Ailiropoda miaots indicakes that he
geobgical age of Bijie Balelyan fauna is Early P kisocens canpamble b Liucheng G gantopitiears cave fauna and
W ushan Longgupo Fauna

Bijie is located at the Yunnamr Guizhou Platau on the second geamorphic kvel n China south eastern to
Tibetan Plateau The presence ofGigantopithecus blacki n Bijie likely in Early Pleisbcene represents the most
west site with the highest altiude anong all sites of Gigantopitiecus blicki D iscovery of Gigantopithecus blacki n
Bijie 0fGuizhou bwadens its geographic distribution in Early Pleistocens connecting the norh sites (up toW ushan
and Jianshinear the Thee G orges of Changjiang River) and the south sites ( down b Guangxi Province) bgether
TheM idle Pleisbcene fossils of Gigantopithecus aw only Imied to Guangxi Province No Late Pleistocene
Gigantopithecus fossil is found by far n China It is an interesting question whe her he dramatic uplift of Tibe tan
Phtean or Yunnam Guizhou Platau and Three Gorges ara during 1. 2 ~Q @M aB. P had made strong eflect on

the habitat and survival of Gigan ppithears blacki

Keywords  Gigan vpitheas blacki Ba/eryanmanmal fauna Bijie of Guizhoy Early P leistocene



