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RESEARCH PROGRESS OF PALEOANTHROPOLOGY N WEST
HUBEI AND THE THREE GORGES REGION

. O . @ . O . @) ®
LuWu G ao X ing Pei Shuw en Wu Xianzhu Huang W anbo
(@lnstitute of Vertebrate P aleonology and Paleoanthropolagy, Chinese Acadany of Sciences Bejing 100044

@H ubei P rovincial Institute of C ulturalR elics and Archa eology, Wuhan 430077)

Abstract

A lthough a series of new discoveres in A frica have extended hun an history to about M aB. P., in Eurasia
P Eistocene is still he key period for human evolution For the past decade the research advances n the
P kistocene human evolution have attracted paleoanthropologists to same hot research fields mchide 1) the orign
and evolution ofH ano erectus; 2) human evolution and modem human orgin in Late Pleistoceng 3) culural
deve bpment and behav br pattems of Late Pleisiocene humans 4) envimnmental nfluences on bological features
and behavbr patterns of humans A1l these research fels are closely related to human evolution in East Asia
especialy n China For the past decades paleoan hropobgists n Chna have made fragn ent ach ieveaments n those
research felds mamly focusng on descrptions of sme sites but w ithout much systematic and multidisciplnary
analyses and a Dssil gap durng the perbd of 100~ 50kaB.P. hasn'tbeen bridged yet A region providing a whole
set of infomatbn of human history durngM iddle to Late Pleistocene has been for years looked for n Chna

W estHubei and the Three Gowges regbn is a nammow region Since the fist discovery of human maxilla
fragment n Changyang n 1957 at least 10 human fossil sites have been found n this regbn  ncluding the famous
YunxanH ano erectus and the Longgupo sites Bestdes human fossil sites more than 30 sitesw ith stone artifacts
and other evilence show ng hun an actwities have also been located Since 200Q our field surveys have d scovered
4 new Late Pleistocene human fossil sites Prelin nary excavatbns n these sites have ndicated that all the four
sites have notonly human fossily butalso stone artifacts and m anmal fossils unearthed Among the four sites the
Huangbng Cave and the X nglong Cave are more mportant The Huanglong Cave is located at Yunxi County
nortw est ofHubei Province Durng our test excavation at the Huanglong Cave n 2004 5 human teeth, 20 stone
tools and nearly 2000 m anm al fossils have been discovered Prelin nary analysis and dating (U -series and ESR)
have ndicated that the age of the human teeth is around 100kaB.P. At the X nglong Cave besdes4 human teeth
stone artifacts Wwory engravings and other cultural remains have also been d iscovered. B pstratgraphic analysis and
uraniun series datng have shown that the age of the cavewas about 100kaB. P.

FeHd excavatons and laboratory stud ks have ndicated that shce M ddle Pleistocene W est Hubei and the
Three Gowges region has been resded by human beings The rich paleoanthropological resources n this regon will

play mportant wle in resolving sane key problm s of human evoliton n China

Key words human evolution hun an fossi] Pleistoceng W estHubei and the Three Gorges regbn



