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Fig-© A correlation among the secions of the Longgu Cave at Jianshi County, Hubei
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THE GAOPING FORMATION —— A NEW STRATIGRAPHIC UNIT
WITH THE GIGANTOPITHECUS FOSSILS FROM WEST HUBEI

CHENG Jie!> GAO Zheng-ji'» ZHENG Shao-hua’’, ZHANG Zhao-qun’
LIU Li-ping’» FENG Xiao-bo", and WANG Xiao-ning’
(1) Faculty of the Earth Science and Mineral Resources, China University of Geosciences, Beijing, 100073;
2) Department of Urban and Environment, Peking University,» 100871;

3) Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100044;
4y Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology of H ubei Provinces Wuhan, 4300775 5) Enshi Museum: Enshi, 445000)

Abstract Gigantop ithecus is a fossil ape only from south China and covered from Early Pleistocen to early
Middle Pleistocene in age- lts fossils were collected from the cave sediments of southern China, such as
Guangxi and Hubei- The last work shows that the sediments with the Gigantopithecus fossils were only
scattered in the regions south to the Yangtze River- This paper mainly focuses on the early Early Pleis-
tocene strata with Gigantop ithecus in the Longgu Cave from Gaoping at Jianshi County, west Hubei- The
strata consist of the cave sediments, and are named Gaoping Formation in this paper- The Gaoping Forma-
tion is widely distributed in west Hubeis is about 9m in thickness and is mainly composed of the clay and
sandy clay at the Longgu Cave- According to the mammalian fauna and magnetic stratigraphy, the Gao-
ping Formation is correlated with the sediments of the Gigantop ithecus Cave at Liucheng, Guangxi, Locali-
ty 18 at Zhoukoudian, Beijing and the lower part of the Yuanmou Formation in the Yuanmou Basin, Yun-
nan- The Gigantop ithecus from the Longgu Cave is earlier than 1. 93 Ma in age-

Key words Gaoping Formation, cave sediments, Gigantopithecus, Early Plesistocene, Quaternary, Hubei
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