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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO RECENT ADVANCE
IN THE PALEOGENE STUDIES

Tong Yong-sheng, Li Qian, and Wang Yuan—qing
( Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100044 )

Abstract This paper introduces the new progress in the work on Global Stratotype Sections and Points
(GSSPs) made by the International Subcommission on Paleogene Stratigraphy (ISPS) and the efforts to

establish the continental Paleogene Stages in Chipa: The continental Paleogene of Chinaincludes 8 stages
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Shanghuan (lower Paleocene), Chijiangian (upper Paleocene), Lingchan (lower Eocene), Lushian (lower
middle Eocene), Yuanquan (upper middle Eocene) , Caijiachongian (upper Eocene) , W ulanblagean (lower
Oligocene), and Tabenbulukian (upper Oligocene). The boundaries between the Upper Cretaceous and
Paleogene, Paleocene and Eocene, and Eocene and Oligocene in China nearly accord with corresponding
ones elsewhere in the world. The new data on negative carbon isotope excursion obtained recently from the
Paleogene strata of Hengdong area, Hunan Province, make it possible to compare the section with
stratotype section of the Ypresian Stage, which was approved recently by International Commission on
Stratigraphy (ICS). The other boundaries of the stages need the data on magnetic stratigraphy and isotope
stratigraphy and await the establishment of international “ golden spike .

Key words  Paleogene, chronostratigraphy, GSSP ( Global Stratotype Section and point), Regional

Chronostratigraphic Chart of China
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