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Fig. 1  Location of excavated sites in 2009 in the Tibetan Plateau margin region
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Fig. 3 Plan view of Hearth 2 at Loulashuiku site
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Fig. 4 Plan view of Hearth 2

at Yantaidong site
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Fig. 5 Lithic artifacts discovered from Tibetan Plateau margin region

1. YTDH ;2. YTD-6;3. BWC44 ;4. YTD-5;5. YTD-2;
6. YTD-3;7. YTD4 ;8. YTD-7 ;9. BWC24
o 7 o 3 o
2.4.2.3
2 NN 1.11.1 - YTD4( 5:7):
9.4mm 1.9mm 1.1¢g o
2.4.2.4
1 3 2
YTD5( 5:4): X X 80.6 x58.4 x 18. 7Tmm
93.3g. 2 96mm 44 mm 73° 43°,
YTD-6( 5:2): o
X X 49.7 x48.1 x 15. 5mm 43. 6g. 48. 5mm
53° o
YTDZ( 5:8): X X 39.9 x35.9 x16. 5Smm
25.3¢go 67°.68°.72°
92mmo, o o

(C)1994-2022 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved.

http://www.cnki.net



* 130 - 30

2.4.3
1) N
N 2km
o 50
2)
3) . o
4) o
5) 10 N
v,
6) 2 e 10360 + 60 BP. N o
2.5
2009
Bronze Wire
2.5.1 2
36°5372. 1"N 100°45°46. 1"E 3344m.
7 2. 3. 1 1
o BWC24( 5:9) 26mm 14. 5Smm 4.6
80°—90°. . .
23mm 3—Smm, o
2.5.2 3
36°52°55.7"N 100°4529.2"E 3331m. 3
o 1
;3 ; 2
2 1 15m 75¢m x 55¢m 15¢m.
Im x 1m o
o 2
2.5.3 4
36°52°55.4"N 100°45731.3"E 3335m. 14
o ’ 112 3 .123
JI14 1 112 2 .13 1 (114 2. | BN

o o 4 o



2 : 2009 ° 131 -

BWC44(  5:3) o X X 81 x
66 x25mm 155.8 75mm 70°—90°,
19mm x 10mm
2.6
2009 0
36°55731.4"N 100°4427.9"E 3399m, N
50cm R
. “Feature 1”7 ( F1).
5m x5m .
F1 2.5m x2.5m o
F1 o F1 130cm x 60cm o
80cm
50cmo, o
©) N . ;
2/3 1/3 o
@ ( 6) .

Fig. 6 Plan map of animal vertebrates at the Baifosi Site
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Fig. 8 Cut marks on antler unearthed from the Baifosi Site
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Abstract: During a systematic archaeological investigation from June to July 2009 six sites were
discovered in the Tibetan Plateau marginal region. A large number of archaeological remains such
as stone artifacts broken animal bones hearths and charcoal was unearthed. The stone artifacts
consisted of cores flakes chunks microblade cores microblades and retouched tools. Some of
the scrapers were retouched in great detail. The stone assemblage of this region shows that the
flake industry and microblade industry were used synchronously at the majority of sites.

Some charcoal collected from the hearths yielded radiocarbon dates. For example the age of
Yantaidong (also called “Ten Hearths”) was about 10360 + 60 BP and Baifosi (also called
“White Buddha Temple ”) was dated to 4280 + 40BP. Based on evidence from the sites
discovered in this region we suggest that humans move into Tibetan Plateau gradually. This
region provided humans with an extensive and broad spectrum of foodstuffs opportunities for tool-
making technology access to natural resources and warm and wet conditions during the
interglacial stage.

Between 40 — 25ka BP (last interglacial) the climate was moist and warm which gave
humans the opportunity to move into the region. There is some archaeological evidence that clearly
showed a human presence in this region around 30ka BP in the form of seasonal resources. The
Lenghu Locality 1 and Xiao Qaidam Lake are possible sites dating to this time but there still needs
to be further of this time period.

Between 25 — 18ka BP (Last Glacial Maximum) the cold and dry climate offered poor living
conditions which lasted to 15ka BP. No human remains have been found from this period but
after 15ka BP the climate of the Tibetan Plateau became suitable for humans. A few sites have
been found and some such as Heimahe and Yantaidong suggest a type of social and foraging
organization involving multiple family groups occupying the location for an extended period of
time probably for seasonal use.
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