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Campar ison between the fauna fran Renzidong Cave and those of Early
Pleistocene fran North and South China
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( ) Chirgpodamys . +
( ) H apalanys . +
( ) Vernaya 9. +
L eqpoldamys edw ardsioides ++++
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M ustela cf. altaica +
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U rsus cf. microdontus +
Ailurgpodamicrota +
? Pachycrocuta licenti +
( ) Paramachairodus . +
H anotherium crenatidens +
( ) M egantereon . +
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Equus satm eniensis +
( ) N estoritherium . +
T apirus sany uanensis +
Rhinoceros sinensis +
( ) D icerorhinus . +
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( ) M oshus . +
M untiacus nanus +
M etacervulus cap reolinus +
Cervavitus utimus +
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( ) B ibos 3. +
1) D+ 10 .+t 10—20 L+ 30 L+ 50
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187—120 ( , 1991) (P rosiphneus)
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24 35. 5% )
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THE EARLY PLEISTOCENE DEPOSITSAND M AMM AL IAN
FAUNA FROM RENZIDONG, FANCHANG,
ANHUI PROVINCE, CH INA

Jin Changzhu1 Zheng Long'[ing2 DongW eit LiuJd inyi XuQinqg i' HanL igang3
Zheng J iajianl W ei Guangbiao1 W ang Fazhi*
(1 Institute of V ertebrate Paleontology and Palecanthrapology, A cadenia Sinica, B eijing 100044)
(2A nhuiM useum, H ¢ ei 230061) (3A nhui A rchaeology Institute, H & ei 230061)
(4 Fangchang M useum, Fanchang 241200)

Abstract

The Renzidong site is located at 118°5'46"E and 31°5'23'N, in Fanchang County, A n-
hui Province, China Two cave-fissure filling depositsw ere discovered here in 1998 Dur-
ing Wwo years excavations, some stone artifacts, bone artifacts, and a great variety of ver-
tebrate fossils, including P rocynocephalus, w ere found in situ

Based on a prelminary identification, the vertebrate fossils from Renzidong include
turtles, birds and 67 mammal gecies that are smilar to those of the Early pleistocene fau-
nas from other partsof China Themammal assanblage show s ssme primitive characters
It consistsmainly of extinct forms The Tertiary relic forms are also numerous such as
H anotherium, Sinanastodon, N estoritherium etc M icromanmals include B eramendia,
Hypolagus, M imanys, Kaw askia, B rachyrhizanys shansius The large manmals include
Pachycrocuta licenti, Equus sanmenensis, M untiacus nanus, M etacervulus cap reolinus, Cer-
vavitus ultimus, Cervuscf. phyilisi etc They are common manbers of thel ate Tertiary
and Early Quaternary mammal faunas in northern China Somemanmals such as Cervus
cf. Philisi can be compared w ith those of European villafranchian faunas 15 gecies are
commonly shared by Renzidong andW ushan fauna Comparedw ith the other Early Pleis
tocene faunas from northern and southern China, its percentage of extinct genera and
gecies is relatively higher. On the other hand, the appearance of Equus in the fauna
show s that the fauna should be later than 2. 6M a Taken asaw hole, the geological age of
the Renzidong fauna isvery likely the Early stage of the Early Pleistocene if 2. 6M a is con-
sidered as the low er boundary of the Pleistocene asmost of the Chinese stratigraphers rec-
ommended TheRenzidong fauna iscloser to thoseof northern China It mplies that there
should be a cold period in China in the early stage of Early Pleistocene that pushed the
northern faunas to migrate southw ard and made the areas outh of Yangtz a transitional
zone betw een the Palaearctic and O riental Regions T he discovery of Renzidong fauna is of
great help for the study of the environrmental background to the hominid evolution, and
the evolution of zoogeography and paleoclimate of China in the Q uaternary.

Key words Renzidong, Early Pleistocene, Cave-fissure filling deposits, M anmalian
fauna
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