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A NEW SPECIES OF GOMPHOT HERIUM FROM CHANGZH]I,
SE. SHANSI

Zual REN-JIE

(Institute of Vertebrate Palaeontology and Palaeoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Summary)

Gomphotherium changzhiensis sp. nov.

Material: An incomplete third upper molar with two posterior ridges and a talon
preserved.

Specific characters: Molar hypsodont, thickly covered with cement; upper third
molar with transverse ridges slightly oblique to the long axis of the tooth. Anterior ac-
cessory vallecular conules strong, connected to the pretrite cusp to form an L-shaped
ridge.

Measurement: Breadth 65 mm at the first preserved ridge,

Height 75 mm at the same ridge.

Horizon and Loecality: Collected in Changzhi, S. E. Shansi, in association with
Indarctos sp. etc. probably from the Pliocene deposits of this district, exact horizon and
locality unknown. -

Remarks: Hypsodont molar, with extremely thick cement covering and the L-like
arrangement of ridge and accessory conules are the conspicuous features of the new
species. All of these specific characters indicate that Changzhi specimen is ‘rather
advanced in molar structure. The L-like arrangement of the ridges and vallecular acces-
sory conules of this species is unique among the mastodonts.
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