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The integrated section of terrace along the Yangtze River near Ranjialukou Site
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Section of sediments at Ranjialukou site
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PRELIMINARY STUDY ON RANJIALUKOU PALEOLITHIC SITE,
THREE GORGES REGION; SOUTH CHINA

1.4 .1 1 . 1 1
CHEN Fuyou GAO Xing . PE Shuwen . FENG Xingwu , WH Qi .
.2 3 i .3
ZHU Songin , LI Guo-hong ;. WU Tian-ging
(1. Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology: Chinese Academy of Sciences »
Bejjing 100044 2. Chongging Museum of Natural History Chongging 400013;

3. Qffice for Cultural Relics Administration of Fengdu County, Fengdu 408200;
4. Post-Graduated College Chinese Academy of Sciencess Beijing 100039)

Abstract; The Ranjialukou site (29055/14//1\1, 107044/45//]3) is situated at Fengdu County, Three
Gorges Region of South China. it was discovered in 1994 and excavated in 2001. The site was buried
in the third terrace of the Yangize River- The sediment can be delaminated into two parts: the upper
part is fine sands, and the lower part is gravel- All the stone artifacts were buried in the lower part-
The abrasion on the stone artifacts = surface indicated that they had been carried for a short distance -

A total of 680 pieces of stone artifacts were unearthed from the site - These include retouched tools
(87), cores (207), flakes (336) and chunks (90). The raw materials exploited at the site were all
pebbles selected from the ancient riverbeds- More than 80 percent of the raw materials were silicaren-
ite -

The main flaking technique at the site is direct hammer percussion without core preparation- Most
cores are single platform ones with cortical surfaces and most of the flakes have cortical surface on the
back - Cores were flaked simply and casually, indicating low extent of consumption-

The retouched tools include choppers: scrapers: notches. picks. cleavers, biface and stone ball -
Choppers and scrapers are the dominatve tool types- More than 81 percent of the implements are flake
tools, the others were mainly made from pebbles- Simple unifacial retouch is the main means of tools
modification- Several implements were retouched by alternating retouch or bifacial retouch -

The stone tool assemblage of Ranjialukou site shows close tie with the Pebble Tool Industry in
South China, but it has its own characters such as that most of the implements were made from flake
blanks- Optically stimulated lumininescene dating on sand samples from the artifact-bearing layer
yielded an age of 142.9711.6Ka, which place the Ranjialukou industry to the Middle Paleolithic in
China.-

Key words: Paleolithic; Late Middle Pleistocene; Ranjialukou; Three Gorges Region
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EiR 1 1.H5% (Core, FR1355), 2. /% (Stone ball, FR1170);
3-6. Bilay (Chopper/Chopping Tool, FR0948, FR1322, FR1481, FR1469),
7-9.787]% (Cleaver, FR0921, FR1312, FR1042)



BT 1-4. 5488 (Scraper, FR1068, FR0994, FR1079, FR1172), 5.[UI§k8% (Notch, FR1180), 6, 7.F4% (Pick, FR1024,
FR1338), 8.FiE#% (Biface, FR1109)



