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PALAEOLITHS FROM HUOXIAN, SHANSI

WanG Tze-vi

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Résumé)

The present note deals with the palaeolithic artifacts found from three localities in
Huoxian, Shansi in 1962.

Ninety-four flakes and three implements were recovered in the sand-gravel layer
underlying the loess at Chiyu village, 4 km southeast of Houxian. The stone artifacts are
made of vein quartz, diabase, flint, granite and quartzite etc. The implements include
1) scraper retouched on three edges, 2) heavy prismatic point, and 3) bola. Typologi-
cally, the heavy prismatic point and bola are somewhat similar to those of Tingtsun.

One diabase chopping-tool was unearthed in the loess at Zhangjiabao village. Many
flakes were found in the sand-gravel layer underlying the loess at Xialeping village.

Judging from the stratigraphical position, the stone artifacts from the above mentioned
localities seem to be of Late Pleistocene. From the archaeological point of view, the
palaeolithic finds in Huoxian seem to be the same as in Tingtsun culture. Perhaps, the
Tingtsun culture has a more extensive geographical distribution than we previously sup-
posed and it may have reached the middle course of the Fen River.



