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ATTRITION OF MOLAR TEETH IN RELATION TO AGE IN
NORTHERN CHINESE SKULLS

Woo Ju-kanG Bar Hur-vine

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Summary)

The attrition of molar teeth in relation to age in 93 male Northern Chinese skulls
was studied. The actual age of the skulls ranges from 15 to 66 years old. In consider-
ing the very variable time of eruption of the third molar, it was not included in this
study. Altogether 610 first and second molars were studied. The degree of attrition
was divided into six grades. The results obtained were subjected to statistical analysis.

It is concluded that the degree of attrition of the molar teeth is closely related to
age in the male Northern Chinese skulls and that it can be used as one of the criteria
for the estimation of age in adult skulls. The mean age and its 95% confidence interval
for each grade of attrition of the molars were given in Table 3. The relation of the de-
gree of attrition to age was calculated. '

The second molar, due to its later eruption, wears at a slower rate than the first one
and the age (in year) ratio between M1 and M2 is about 6:6.7. It is statistically not
significant from the ratio 6:6.5 as suggested by Miles (1963).

The degrees of attrition of molar teeth on both sides and of both jaws are more or
less uneven in about 60% of the total cases, but no general statement can be reached.



