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NEWS FROM IVPP

Since the beginning of this year, parallelthe northwestern part of the eountry (Kansu).

with extensive field exploraiions, deseription and
publication of the collections of various verte-
brate groups accumulated in the past tem years
are well under way and being accelerated.

The first number of Vertebrata PalAsiatica
(vol. 11, no. 1) came out early this year, the one
preceeding to this being mno. 2 of the 10th
volume published in May, 1966. Only two num-
bers will be published for this volume, but from
1974 onward at least four numbers will be
published for each volume.

The Memoirs of the Institute, which are for
longer papers or for a serics of short papers
edited under a common title, have resumed pub-
lication since 1972. Three numbers have been
issued and about a dozen are either in press or
in the final stage of preparation. No. 8 is the
oue on “Mamenchisaurus” by Young and Chao;
and No. 9 on Triassic marine reptiles by Young
and Dong. No. 10, entitled “Permian and
Triassie Vertebrates of Turfan” by Liu, Young,
Sun and Ma, is the first one of the series of
reports of the Expeditions (1963—1966) to
Sinkiang. The others which treat of the other
Mesozoic reptiles and Tertiary mammals will be
followed soon. Though mnearly all the papers
published so far are in Chinese only, longer
English summaries or abstracts will be included
for most of the future publications.

* * * *

Quite a nomber of interesting finds of the
various vertebrate groups have been made in the
recent yvears. More important ones include those
from Devonian (Agnathans, Placoderms ete.),
Permian and Triassic (early aetionpterygians
and reptiles), Jurassic and Cretaceous (early
teleosts, pterosaurs, dinosaurs etc.), and of the
earlicst Tertiary and Pleistocenc mammals.

Agnathans, arthrodires and antiarchians are
found to be more abundantly and widely distri-
buted in China. Agnathan remains from the
lower Devonian of Yunnan continue to reveal a
number of new forms, which together with those
of the antiarchians, are being systematically
studied by Liu and Chang. The discoveries of
the petalichthyids and arthrodires from the
lower and middle Devonians show fossils of these
groups are rather extensively distributed in
several provinces in 8. China, and oeccur also in

The rich materials are being investigated by
“Lins”, “Changs”, all working on fossil fishes in
China (plus -some more mammalogists Lius
Wangs and Changs). “It is quite a confusion
in nomenclature!” The paleoniseoides and hole-
steans from the both the late Paleozoic and
Mesozoic of the northern Dzungaria Basin are
being studied by Liu, Su, and Wang; and the
interesting early teleosts fauna of 8. China by
Chang (Meeman) and Chow (Mrs., and not the
two mammalogist Chows). An interesting new
genus of the ptycholepid from the Jurassic of
Szechuan is being deseribed by Su. In addition,
good materials of the teleosts and sharks have
been collected from the Tertiary in the recent
years.
* * * *

For reptiles the new findings are also plenty
apd varied. Parts of the materials from Sinkaing
have been or will soon be published. These
include Permian dicynodonts; Triassic dieyno-
donts (skulls of Lysirosaurus and skeletons of
kannemeyrids), Triassic pseudosuchians (Tur-
fanosuchus, Vjushkovia and a complete skeleton
of Chasmatosaurus) and the Cretaceous chelo-
vians, pterosaurs and dinosaurs ete.

From the well known localities in Lufeng,
several ecollections have been made recently.
These inelude, among others, small skulls of
mammal-like reptiles and real mammals. A
novelty of importance is the loeating in Sanchi,
in W. Hunan of a new reptilian fauna, probably
of middle Triassic. The fossils are very well
preserved, and most of them belong probably
to the pseudosuchians. Another interesting thing
is the presence of a traversodont at Chiyuan,
Honan.

Evidently marine reptiles become of more
common oceurrence in China. Their fossils were
found from far west in the Himalayas, as well
as in the eastern ecoastal provinees. Chaohu-
saurus, a small form related to Grippia of
Spitsbergen from the lower Triassic of Anhwei,
appears to be an earliest known form of this

group.

* * * *
In the recent years works on fossil mammals
are carried on more closely in connection with
stratigraphical investigations. As a result of
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this, and fortunate enough, after the fruitful
works done in the Lantian distriet mainly on
late Cenozoic, early Tertiary mammalian fossils
are found sporadically in a number of distriets
in the “red beds” of 8. China, which cover strata
of both Cretaceous and Tertiary of considerable
thickness (up to 3,000 m. or more) and aréal
distribution and are long thought to be entirely
barren of fossil bones. After three years of
eareful searching early Eocene and Paleocene
mammals have been recovered in over half a
dozen distriets in the provinees of Xiangsi,
Hunan and Anhwei, in addition to those of
Sinkiang and Kwantung already known some
years ago.

The materials from Sinkiang include those
of early Eocene (with Hyopsodus, Heptodon and
Coryphodon) and late Paleocene (Gashatan
fauna) and are being investigated by Zhai and
Tong respectively. The middle Paleocene Lo-
fochai (village Lofo) fauna have been described
by Chow and the others and the manuseripts
will be in press soon, It is characterized by a
new pantodont genus Bemalambda (Chow et al.,,
1973). The most interesting and important are
the two distriects of Chishan and Shiuanchen in
Anhwei where three successive faumal zomes
representing middle (Lofochaian) and late
(Gashatan) Paleocene and early Eocene can be
distinguished. At the first glance a striking
feature of the faunas of Anhwei, to some extent
of those of the others as well, is the presence
of a great varieties of the endemie forms such
as the anagalids, the pseudictopsids, the didymo-
eonids, the eurymulids and pantolambdids, and
the bemalambdids and paleostylopids may also
be considered as sueh. So far no fossils of
primates can yet be identified with eertainty,
but more primitive forms of the rodents and
lagomorphs (not Ewrymylus) are present in the
middle and late Paleocene zones. Besides, there
are mesonychids, hyopsodontids, tillodonts, peris-
sodactyle (%) and some others even the ordinal
assignments of which are highly problematic or
not yet possible. The difficulties arise party due

to the imperfectness of the specimens and partly, -
possibly more so, due to the lacking of materials
for comparison, of literature and of our ex-
perience in dealing with the archaic mammals.
Nevertheless, the discovery of these earlier Ter-
tiary mammalian faunas is interesting and may
throw some lights on origin, phylogeny and
dispersal of some mammalian orders during the
beginning of the Tertiary. A paper gives a
preliminary general survey of these faunas will
be published elscwhere soon after.

For works on fossil mammals other than
those of the early Tertiary some more important
works on going include the excavation and
studies of early middle Pleistocene mammals in
the Yuanmou basins, Yunnan, in the eastern
parts of Kansu and in Kwangsi and Hupei (both
with Gigantopithecus and probably other anth-
ropoids).

At Choukoutien a new building for the
Peking Man Museum with an exhibition space
of about 1,000 square meters was completed and
open to the public in Oectober 1972. This is to
replace the much smaller oene built in 1953. The
contents of exhibitions have been much enlarged
to include those demonstrating Evolution of Life
in general, but still with emphasis on Human
and Vertebrate Evolution, with Peking Man as
the prineipal theme.

Outside the Institute, a new paleontological
department was established in the Shanghai
Museum of Natural/ History last year. The
Peking Museum of Natural History is also
renovating its Paleontological Hall. Measures
are also being taken to include Vertebrate
paleontology and Paleoanthropology as part of
their plans for future development in a number
of other munieipal or provineial museums.
Those have sections with new exhibitions already
open to public including the omes in Tientsin,
Harbin, Hangchow, Sian and some others. We
are glad to see that VP begins to attract more
public attention and the “Dinosaurs” and “Ape-
Man” become more popularly known in China.

(M. Chow and Chang Feng)



