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LENGTH AND BREADTH RELATIONSHIP IN THE CHEEK
TEETH OF EQUUS

(Summary)
Liv Hou-vr

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

In this paper the length and breadth relationship in the upper and lower cneek tecth of Fquus

is analysed. The results were summarized as follows: .
1. Normally, simple correlation exists between the length and breadth of the same cheek

teeth of different individuals belonging to the same species,
2. The length-breadth index and the size of the chewing surface of the cheek teeth tend to

increase with the evolutionary sequence,
3. Generally speaking, the size of the. premolars is bigger than that of the molars in the

more progressive species of the genus. The index of middle cheek teeth is bigger than that of

the cheek teeth of both ends.

4. The bigger length-breadth index and the size of chewing surface of check teeth of horse
are probably related to the direction and strength of mastication.

5. The relationship of length and breadth and the size of chewing surface of cheek teeth

of horse may be useful in the identification of fossil horses.



