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THE FIRST OCCURRENCE OF FOSSIL HIPPOPOTAMUS
IN CHINA
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A tooth fragment of unknown provenance was recently identified to be that of a small
Hippopotamus, It was said to have come probably from Yunnan. Judging from the mode of
fossilization of the specimen it is quite likely to have been collected from one of the late Pliocene
lignite beds of the eastern part of that province.

The specimen under consideration is the anterior half of a left second molar. Its anterior
transverse diameter is 29.5 mm. wide and the paracone js 27.0 mm. high. It is comparable in
size and in general morphological characters to Hippopotamus (Hexaprotodon) iravaticus though
the materia} on hand is not sufficient for making such a reference.

This thus represents the first definite indication of the presence of the fossil hippopotamid in
China. The tooth identified as Hippopotamus sp. by Schlosser (1903) belongs to that of
Stnotherium largreli.



