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STATION KNOWN AS SHILONGTOU
AT DAYE, HUBEI

L1 Yan-xiaN  Yuan Zuaen-xin  Donc XING-REN

(Institute of Vertebrate Palacontology and Palacoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

L1 TiaN-YUAN

(Provincial Museum of Hubei)

RésumE

The present article deals with the mammalian stratigraphy and artifacts from the
Palaeolithic site Shilongtou at Daye, Hubei, in 1971—72.

Shilongtou is a limestone hill situated about 30 km. east of Daye and just between
the Yangtze River and the Daye Lake. The Palaeolithic artifacts were found in situ
in a fissure associated with mammalian fossils in the course of the excavation.

The deposits consist of three layers:

3) Light brown sandy clay. 0.5—1.5m. or more in thickness. Sterile.

2) Yellow and brown sandy clay. Abundant in stone artifacts and fossils. 0.3—

1 m. thick.
1) Brown reddish clay with stalagmite. Stone artifacts and fossils rare. 0.1—1 m.
thick.

The mammalian fossils consist of the following forms:
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Hystriz subcristata Swinhoe Rhinoceros sinensis Owen
Ailuropoda melanoleuca fovealis Matthew Sus sp.
et Granger Pseudaxis sp.
Hyaena sinensis Zdansky Cervus sp.
Felis tigris L. Bovinae

Stegodon orientalis Owen

Judging from the above-mentioned list, it is distinet that the mammalian fossils

from Shilongtou belong to the so-called Asluropoda-Stegodon fauna widespread in
South China., Neither Tertiary survival such as Machairodus, Chalicotheridae and

Mastodon ete. nor typical formms characteristic in the Early Pleistocene such as Ailuro-
poda microta, Stegodon preorientalis and Stegodon zhaotongensis ete. were discovered
in Shilongtou, while the Homo sapiens remain is absent in this site. It seems that the
one from Shilongton may be referable to Prof. Pei’s ‘“typical Adluropoda-Stegodon
fauna™ or “Aluropoda-Stegodon fauna sensu stricto”, and its geological age is deter-
mined as Middle Pleistocene. By the absence of archaic element, it is probably some-
what later in age than that from Yenchingkou, but earlier than that from Changyang
bearing Homo sapiens.

The stone artifacts are made mostly of quartzite, some of chert, quartz, sandstone
and breccia. Most of them are fresh and only a few specimens seem to have been poli-
shed by the action of the wind. The nuclei and the flakes vary in size and shape. The
flakes were produced by the direct method with a stone hammer. No any préparation
du plan de frappe can be recognized. The platforms are usually plain with an angle
from 90° to 125° to the long axis of the flake. There are traces of bruises on the
surface of a piece of chopping-tool. It maybe shows that the bipolar technique so
characteristic in the Sinanthropus industry was accepted by the aneient habitants in
Daye. But, in faet, not a single piece of the typical bipolar flake or core occurred in
Shilongtou. Of the true implements two categories choppers or chopping-tools and
serapers can be recognized. The secondary working is usually irregular andrough.
A few specimens present intentional works on the opposite edge of the retouched one.
Tt reminds the preparation of the heel or handle, a technique known already in the
Sinanthropus industry and developed in the lithic industry of Loecality 15 at Chou-
koutien. As a whole, the stone artifacts from Shilongtou, Daye, seem to correspond to
those from Loecality 1 of Choukoutien in age, or somewhat later than the latter.
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B5E (Hyspax suberistata Swinhoe) 43 FaidE, % 1,
fE (Feles rigric 1) 3 L&, X 1,

iA 1 (Hyaena sinensis Zd.) £ FH—Efh, X 1,
= (Bovinue) 75 F a8, % 1,

e s S



b @& (Stegodun ortentalis Owen) FET I, % 1,

2. WREE (Rhiinoceros simenits Owen) FF, ¥ 1,

3. R @ (Hyaena sinensis Z2d.) & &5, X 1,

4. KIEW (Aduropoda melanolenca fovealis M. et G.) FEF¥H _Fdr, ¥ 1,
. @2 F&F, X1,
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