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NOTE ON A PATHOLOGIC MANDIBLE OF WOOLY
RHINOCEROS FROM SIKI, NINGSIA

(Summary)

Crow BEen-sHUN

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

The specimens were collected from Siki, Ningsia in 1958. The author was attracted by the
anomaly condition of the mandible and teeth of the fossil. A brief report of obscrvation on the

material is given in the present note.

Coelodonta antiquitatis (Blumenbach)

Locality: Right bank of the canal of San-li-wan, Yan-wan village, Sin-yeng district, Siki

Hsien, S, W. Ningsia,
" Horizon: Upper Pleistocene.

Material:  Two left upper molars, M?73, in situ in a maxillary fragment. An almost per-
fectly preserved mandible with cheek teeth (left P34 MZ?=3; right P35, M!—3)  IVPP. No, V.2493.

Description: *Upper molars—Strongly hyposodent, left upper molar (M2) 42.5 mm and the
last one (M®) 60 mm in height (external). Crowns covered with cement, enamel black in color
and with rough wrinkles. The outer wall of.ectoloph is undulated; the paracone is marked
off in front by the parastyle fold. Lophes obliquely set to the external wall of the crown. Crochet
and crista  strong, no .anti-crochet. All the valleys are very deep ‘and filled with cement. The
thickness of the enamel is about 3 mm, .

Lower jaw and lower teeth—The mandible, lacking front of the symphysis and the ascend-
ing rami, is built as in typical wooly rhinoceros. The lower teeth, Mo and M, of both sides
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pertectly preserved, crowns also very high (left Ms, 38 mm, M, 40 mm). The enamel with
rough wrinkles and covered with heavy cement. Outer wall of the crowns flattened and with
an antero-external fold. ' .

The rhinoceros fossil from Siki represents an individual of advanced age. During late Pleis-
tocene stage this form was widely distributed in North-Fastern China, Inner Mongolia and North
China. It is different from the middle Pleistocene form of North China.

It is interesting to observe that the specimens of Coelodonta antiguitatis from Siki shows a
remarkably anomaly condition on the mandible and teeth, The dental disturbances on the left side
ol the mandible may be considered to be a product of periodontoclasia. The same jaw shows
also alveolar' changes indicating pyorrhea or the right side. The swelling on the mandeble is
indicative of an alveola fistula.

There have been described from Chinese deposits some examples of dental caries among fossil
mammals, but so far as I know, the case shown in the present paper is the first instance of alveola

pyorrhea among the fossil mammals in China.
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