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DISCOVERY OF A GIGANTOPITHECUS TOOTH FROM
BAMA DISTRICT IN KWANGSI

CHANG YIN-YUN  WaNg Ling-HONG DoNg XING-REN

(Institute of Vertebrate Palacontology and Palacoanthropology, Academia Sinica)

CHEN WEN-CHUN

(Hydro- and Engineering Geology Team of Kwangsi)

(Summary)

In 1973, a lower third molar of Gigantopithecus associated with mammalian fos-
sils was unearthed in a limestone cave in Bama distriect of Kwangsi. The Bama
Gigantopithecus is of Middle Pleistocene, contemporary to the Wuming Gigantopithecus
and later than Liucheng and Hupei Gigantopithecus in age.

A comparision of the lower third molar of Bama Gigantopithecus with those of
Gigantopithecus from various localitis, including Bilarspur, Liucheng, Hupei and
Wuming, shows a tendency that the molar increased in size from Early Pleistocene
or even Middle Pliocene to Middle Pleistocene. It does not support Weidenreich’s
view that the molars of Gigantopithecus had a tendency to diminish as evolution
advances. Therefore, there is no strong reason to assume Gigantopithecus as a direct
hominid ancestor.
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. Eids (Gigantopithecus blacki Koenigswald), My, B &, X1.-

/1\1151)0 2. Efﬁ
(Gigau/o/vi//zn'ux blacki Koenigswald), M;, #ifi, Xlo 3,4. Pig (Pongu sp.), A%, K
A, Xle . B (Macaca sp.), FAU,WAME, Xlo 6. EpEiH# (Hystrix suberistata

Swanhoe), %i Q\r, KoM, Xlo 7. HREEW (Atherurus sp.), 72 FHIE, &M, X1o 8. #8
(Ursus sp.y, A7 F RG], Xlo 9. KARMEEWH (Ailuropoda melanoleuca baconi),
M‘, SAM, Xlo 100 KEEWE KW H (Ailuropoda melanolenca baconi), M., R &TE, Xlo
. NS4 (Cuon javanicus), P X[,| 5 Wlg 12. & (Rhinoceros sinensis Owen), [[H
[gr,u)(n Mo 13. X8 (Tapiras sp.), Py, BEH, Xlo  14. ZE (Ovinae), FEYN, B, Xlo
15. B3 (Sus serofa L), FHEMK, &M, Xlo 16. fEX (Cervidae), FHENK,Hil, Xlo




