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i (EXfE) (33.3%) (1) (66.67%) (2) (0) (0)
Ttz 20% 1 60% 3 20% 1
(LX) (100%) (3] 0) (0) (0) (0)
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The Mortality Age of the Fauna from the Ma’anshan Site

ZHANG Yue"**, WANG Chun-xue'?, ZHANG Shuang-quan'’, GAO Xing"’

(1. Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044 ;
2. Joint Laboratory of Human Evolution and Archaeometry , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044;
3. State Key Laboratory of Palacobiology and Stratigraphy , Nanjing 210008)

Abstract: The mortality age of Ma’anshan fauna is assessed by studying tooth eruption sequences and
tooth wear patterns within particular age categories (juvenile, prime and old age) . These categories are
calculated as percentages, and graphed. From the graph, the location points of Bubalus sp. and
Rhinoceros sinensis of the lower cultural layer, Bubalus sp. and Cervus unicolor of the upper cultural
layer, are spreading into the catastrophic structure zone as well. While the location points of Macaca
sp. and Stegodon orientalis fall into the prime dominant and juvenile dominant area. It is assumed that
there is no significant difference between the strategies used by the hunters in the early and late stages.
For large- and middle-sized herbivores, hominids behaved as if ambush hunters hunted through a
chance encounter resulting in these catastrophic mortality age profiles. For the small and large animals,

they took the optimal foraging strategy to get the most procurement through the least cost.

Key words: Ma’anshan site; Mortality age; Paleolithic; Zooarchaeology and taphonomy



