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Histogram showing the numbers of each tooth type of large mammals from Tianyuan Cave
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Histogram showing the numbers of each tooth type of Cervus nippon from Tianyuan Cave
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The MNI based on the teeth of Cervus nippon from Tianyuan Cave
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The stage of teeth attrition of red deer ( After Brown and Chapman, 1991, modified)
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The attritional status of cheek teeth of Cervus nippon from Tianyuan Cave
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Age Structure Analysis of Cervus nippon in Tianyuan Cave at Zhoukoudian

LI Qing'*, TONG Hao-wen'

(1. Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100044 ;
2. Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049)

Abstract: In order to understand the cause of death of Cervus nippon found in Tianyuan Cave and to
recognize the details about prehistoric humans’ hunting activities, age profiles of these animals were
determined on the basis of tooth attrition analysis. This work involved: measuring crown heights,
assessing attritional characteristics of Cervus teeth {including exposure of enamel and dentine), and
examining closure of the infundibulum. Results of these analyses show that young adult and middle-
aged individuals were the dominant elements in the fossil assemblage. It is inferred that the sika deers

were the preys of prehistoric humans.

Key words: Tianyuan Cave; Cervus nippon; Age structure; Death causation
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