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35,011,125, MERBERAWL 15), BDERAEMIFAEHERBT Sangiran . Trinil |
Ngandong I Sambungmacan(Sm) & /) 10 #3%F . XEENR K EL A LA ERBEH
Sangiran Al Trinil 774 (4~ 150—90 J14F) , Li RAEAL B M B9 Ngandong M Sambungmacan 15 4<
(B e Z0E 4 10 TELIW) o AU A 9 3E W B 52 A 454 45 KNM-ER3733 .. KNM-
ER3883 . KNM-WTI15000 .0H9 ,Daka 5 ¥k & o % 5 {3k BHFAREAES 178—100 T4,
ATFAXAHHELIALBERETE 90 FRURAEREH W Dmanisi # 5 KAH 3 HFES
170 T3k B REE KA Ceprano R KBHIIES 78 M LB, AATHERHM XL EHT
AR X 2 AR EE , X r AR TR A A FEEN AR ERR
SR IR AN B AR R B K FEX ERE L ARNBIA
1.2 BESHT*

BRI ERTAMBRGEER, RS EEXEEOHR" AEEHT 9 TSN E
THRFAXEEMT, XA A S5 R/ R R RS E AR S
R A% AR, HPSKMEMEI A AMERRKAMERRR. &1 TFhaAE
AR TR BERTRANE T KB A (euryon) KN E,FHEBANEBARKLA
A, A RZEEXNX - ANERAEER. AU X —BEEBFAN TS, BRI
RIGE AOEELAMAIRE. AERARRERDERFALAERRAR LA EK
(maximum intercristal breadth) & B 5 [&] % ( biauricular breadth) X B~ H H , A& £ M3 H
BELLREXFEMNBR, RARKARFRFTEEERMT . KT 5503 o475 E 4
X EA R REARB B RDE, URZEARNEREERBRRHEILEREZ
[R] A1 JE AR B 25 5, 2 3040 1R R A 5 0 0 90 4 AR 40 L B o A TR T 80000 B 4 A B B AR
434> %7 (principal component analysis PCA) 3 & k& W & BB AT 247 B TS MM
SEAREE, BN ERERE, AN AR E FERITT 4 AT RA S
W E WA AT, Wsh, AT MK A AAEL BN ERIENERER, F X%
TEBEEMNELAGAET T RROERS 2. AERAREREE MW, £
TERS MR, 2HBE#TTHEES. A THRERER LT A0, A
BN TREE.

2 RGN

2.1 BKENBEHERELESH

B 1 RARTAXSREL A RASKASERRAER gL EAH . St s
ROBHEIABRE IS 55105 1151025 5 XF. Kb s SLa5 Hi 4 4H
DEGAR KRR B EKE, AE LR A ERAEREE A FI L ALEN
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F£1 AXEANETARERALBURNE

The crania and their measurements of Homo erectus from Eurasia and Africa used in present study(mm)

Lk  kE BAEE BAHE EARE BAAE MEE EZ W HX
Cranial  Cranial Min Max Biastetionic Biauricular  Cranial  Fromtal Parietal Occipital
length  breadth  frontal Frontal Breadth Breadth  capacities Chord  Chord  Chord

breadth breadth

GOL XCB XFB ASB AUB FRC PAC 0ce
Nanjing 185.5 143.0 83.0 98 111.0 139.8 860.0 92.0 87.5 75.8
ZKD 1 194 84 108 103 — 1030 113 9
ZKD 1 188 144 81.5 101.5 117 141 915 102 94 84
7ZKD X 199 150 89 110 111 147 1225 115 106
ZKD X1 192 145 84 106 113 143 1015 106 86 86
7ZKp X 195.5 147 91 108 115 151 1030 113 9N 86
ZKD V 213.0 157 91 112 124 148.5 1140 82.0
Hexian 190.0 160.0 93.0 118.4 141.8 144.0 1025.0 9 103 83
Sangiran? 176.5 141 82 102 122 131 813 90 75
Sangirand — 147 — 135 136 908 90 80
Sangiran]{ 195 133 86 116 124 845 89
Sangiran10 - 140 83 126 129 855
Sangiran12 — 146 94 125 142 1059 93 83
Sangiranl7 208 161 103 119 142 150 1004 108 82 80
Trinil 183 1267 85 92 126 940 106 78
Ngandongl 197 — 106 127 133 1172 112 88 80
Ngandongb 219.5 1517 106 130 140 1251 116 106 93
Ngandong? 193 147 103 123 141 1013 103 109 85
Ngandong10 202 — 105 126 149 1135 9%
Ngandongl 1 204.5 158 112 127 148 1231 111 83
Ngandong12 202 151 103 126 141 1090 104 102 90
Sambungmacanl 200 151 102 116 127 145 1035 115 92
Sambungmacan3  178.5 145.5 101 118 137 915 103 96 80.5
Sambungmacand 198 156 110 121 134 — 1006 113 98 80
Dmanisi 2280 176 136 75 104 132 780 98
Dmanisi 2282 167 125 65 103 — 650
Dmanisi 2700 153 125 66 104 119 600
KNM-ER3733 183 142 91 110 124 132 848 107 79 88
KNM-ER3883 182 140 88 105 121 132 804 95 86
KNM-WT15000  175.0 141.0 73.0 106.0 — 880.0
OH9 206 150 100 123 140 1067 120
Daka 180 141.2 95 105 116 130 995 101 94 95
Ceprano 198.0 161.0 106.0 118 128.0 151.0 1057.0 106 95

TR B8 A OB AN AR FASHRTHEE A SE O EE T AR
Vo MAXAMESIALEE | QAHE, FE R JEM K Dmanisi TEBE T AR LE
KRR NEREBE M, PERET AREANE SSRMEMN EE- 1 LHATHRENE
. AOESELBNKRERBYRFRUROEETA, MEET AN RRBEELY
EE I AKRK, i 5B JE 7§ . Ngandong . B A M| Ceprano KB O JE 5 Sk BHSIEER,
2.2 EHAHHA

BB AT RRAR USO8 Tk B ENE, NERESNLEX
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Bivariate plot of cranial length and cranial breadth of Homo erectus

IMEB 2 BESIAASIT 4. NE2 BEE—NE_ERrBETRI2HME
EYAGAMEEEEAUE L, BRELUS A TEET N LBRET A HEE — TR
A ERREN, B MEERR T AN TE— TR ire A M. MELEK
MEBEREETPERA, ME5HE K Ngandong AR, HRES - TR W LRH
1A, [ AF (R R Sangiran 17 kB WMBE R ERA, 6 TE 2 9 L35, B o # BT fr A
AH R EEED, BEM T EFH 3 B Ak E ER 3733 H Daka i THEMEE
B ANHHER TR, AE2 BIMERSE TR TRERE, B — R

2 IHANFBETHERTRKE

Principal components analysis (PCA) loadings

G| a2 a3 4HET 4 a8 s TR A

Wl 7

PC-1 PC-2 PC-1 PC-2 PC-1 PC-2 PC-1 PC-2 PC-1 PC-2
fii K 0.133 0.146 0.14  0.078 0.141 -0.317 0.09  0.180
P B 0.064 0.118 0.149 0.210 0.118 0.317
BAER 0.403 0.055 0.557 0.181 0.515  -0.902 0.545 -0.799 0.557  0.8%3
B ) 5 0.249  0.412 0.417 -0.416 0.260 1.091 0.222 1.196  0.452 -1.183
BERH® 0.002 0.102 0.123  -0.030
M & 0.059  0.108  0.091 -0.249  0.077 -0.279 0.050  0.205
LA 0.093  0.121
T 0.373  -0.788 0.029  0.784
A 0.083 -0.154
THE(%) 46.4 21.5 59.9 26.1 76.7 12.8 81.7 9.4 738 16.0
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PC-1

B2 RA 8 Tk-G BB TR F 71
PCA-1 with eight variables of cranial length, cranial breadth, minimum frontal breadth,

biasterionic breadth, biauricular breadth, frontal chord, parietal chord and occipital chord

B PRAAMERZEANTEHEST N 46.4% M 21.5%, EPR/EERE . E 5B FMIHRK
EE RS EAERKMEFES, WA HAER 2 GUMENR B ARF R XK M
BT, A O AR R A A SIS AR I AR A
2.2 FRHAAH-2
ATURFREEHNPEETAGA ST ESF TR B/AHR ESRE . MER
AT S B4R, B3 BRI ER S ERA A1 B RN R NUHOE
MR ARENFEETLASLL Ngandong F1 Sambungmacan i 5 AR EXMEE R AT E
AN FE—FR LA HOELGPFN, RN H DA, MEEK Tonil.
Sangiran 2 Sangiran [X J 9 B ) 702 W) 4w 25 5 E FUED Je B 57 A BE 94070, b Sangiran 2.,
Sangiran IX R EHY AR FHEMBDEEL AMAHER. £2 HERSFHHFETF
AR ERFMEBERE—ERARET 59.9% WERGEE MUBNERHESEREAR
KEHEF AR SN E S AAES — FRA R0 KE0E P EMERHE
SN BN AR, EHE 26. 1 FTHRENE _ERS TRAME SRFEREEBERNE
FHf, EFEARRAIRRG, MLRLERE HRAHTHRERTEKEERX XL
EXAFEAETRAMER . B O ERBG S LA 8BRS AR X 84, e B B
FETAMEEHMERNBEHHNE, AT ERERMEET ALENERFTESEE
RALES AMU MEREFEELAZNER. S2mMoFIEMES A ER 3733 ER
3833 fl Daka kBB —ERSLIRHNAFESFERL A M. ER 3733 #1 ER 3833
EEZFRA LA AN REFERDERATIEIA A TEINTH, WASPEER
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PC-1

B3 KA S5 mkENEREETHERDSF-2
PCA-2 with five variables of cranial length, minimum frontal breadth,

biasterionic breadth, frontal chord and cranial capacity

MM RE MR TR,
2.3 EHSAH-3

FHEAMTIEBET LR B/IHAR ELERE HEARRK SAE S5 HWERR, £S5
AR BT 26 4, K P EHEIEMETA OH9. WERALER 4 LWNAE. KR
Dmanisi b /5 #) D2700 #1 D2280 . E) B JE 7 I 4 Trinil A Sangiran 17 KX *FEA L S H4n4 1 7
i SEERAMERESN, SMANMEAGAREZ BEREE. WENR, FEAEDE
RHTET AR AHENERE ~ENZH, £F - ERRE, A 05 B A
£ P 7E LM, Ngandong 1 Sambungmacan B 37 AL FAVRA G M . 3 /4 Sangiran HZA
AN STEELAME, PEMDEFHENE S ATES - EHMRET 2 RF
M. X —-EHNFERREMNNREEN Sangiran EVAESHFEBAOEREEETIAZ
. B 4 875 Sangiran 2,10.17 12 X SR EL A KB AHRES ~ LML RN L,
AOERBERELAMNNMNEMRSE T H. Ngandong F Sambungmacan L 37 A 7E X — 4 ¥ B 4+
WSRO ERMR R B AL, 200481438 W B 3L\ ER3733 .ER3883 F1 OH9 £ X K
TERMEFR A SPEELAEL, BNERME SRIRERITTHBREL 89.6%
MXRTERTHEERARWE A6, RAES AL SEMRTERZEB T EME
BEBEEVAARSHAHNEIERA,
24 FHTTH-4

BHEERAHEAT LK LR BIER ELARBNEAAR 5 GEK, Bk LEH
B3 WA Dmanisi E 7 NEEERN, B S BExPE.EBEEHER Dmanisi =M EH T AKX
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PC-1
B4 RS Bk FN BT £ 805473
PCA-3 with five variables of cranial breadth, minimum fromial breadth,
biasterionic breadth, biauricular breadth and cranial capacity
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¢ D 2282 + WT15000 .0 m ¢ Sm4
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37 ¢ Trini
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PC-1

B s KA 5 Tk R B AT 8 B S iT-4
PCA-4 with five variables of cranial length, cranial breadth,

minimum frontal breadth, biasterionic breadith and cranial capacity

B o, a5l E TR —EMAMAE AN, HPEER AL Sangiran 5 8 H L
ANB A SR N5 Ror s B A BGE, 8 B A X — R AR B8 275 F£ 1L Ngandong K
Sambungmacan 34~ , XEGERGULDHEER—B. SMHH 5 FIEMELAIRE ER
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3733 .ER 3883 .WT 15000.0H 9.Daka 2 i 7EEl 5 W, KBH I THEEILARW T AT
M., £2NMERERE -ME _FHS 0 B THREL 91.0%, HPE —F B 28T
EH81.9%, RAE— TR EBEREETANFNBEERANEXRATHAEFTERN. &
INERAE SR REE— A EB BN E B A, AT B — F Bk tr A 0 Ep
ERATHEIASTEET AHL, AEMHMN ERFEROLE, IEETAEX —HITE

BtENERATE Y ANEF,
2.5 IS5 EMET ATLE

AFE—EMHEREB X ETAMEZ WEMEURFMETENEREL, A0 E
S0ERTETEALSMERERMMT A0, BT EXTVTEERIELN
A EREERETAR BMER.EARR AR 4 TR, K2 FIMERS T
BREE 6 BaAmSmanrtt 21 hrEMOERT LB ATEE — 8 T B0 8k
MoABEERBRR THPEMDERREAELALES BN &I LM ERER, £E—F
W T BRAE LS IR FERA, BEEACOIE 2.3.5.10.11.12 KRB R EZ A
BEDHASMHER 6 14, Neandong A1 Sambungmacan #54% & Sangiran 17 WAL FE 6 84
M, Sangiran 2 1 Sangiran X 5SRO FEL AL, REECOERRTEE T A, FHIET
NS _FHABE A EB—EHAHERAES HPERAL —FHERELR , ZH
#E Sangiran A THEAOEAFEEEIAN T . A BRERMEE A S ER
ERESMERAEETAMM, TSAOELAERELABERR., B 6 RS
BN ENSHNERREEARE, MEADEAERETARIL, £2 FHERE
MAREMERBRARAN EHAHEERANEFEN . HPESRREE IR AR
B, X—SRSEAEHETH 4 TWANHRE,ZAFAOFEAERETASERERENH
ERANAL AR , F X B BE B AR o I ER B JE B ST A B4 B MR SR B SR AL R

3
2 r ¢ Trinil
Iy +ZKDI ¢ ZKD X
Ngandongl0 ¢ Ngandongl
¢ZKDXII ¢ Sm3 * * Ngandongl2
0Fr *
o * ZKD XI ¢ ZKDV Sm1l
g SNmjig g gonoian IX
T # ZKD I
2+ ¢ Sangiran2
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¢ Sm4
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PC-1

B6 RA 4 TUkE M B BAEEHTH WM E A E 8T
PCA of Asian Homo erectus with four-variable of cranial length,

minimom frontal breadth, biasterionic breadth and cranial capacity
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MEALBEXLHFENEIL L SPERETET AT,

VA E 4 i R A TR TE R BN BE R P E R U St R R X B9 ST A B B AR AE
AAARKRERFS, XEERHRIRE L SR BE N4 — B B0 T 5% 6
Sho BIBAXBR,XEH T ATESBNBHAE LK EEEF XA LR RS+
RE. PEETA(SEROEMER) AR RAAREE, SRR, SAOTE
B M, DERATET AMRAHMREHEMALE. MEAEY AT LRSS
ERTHRAESHERWE AL ARE, MSAOENERELAZMNER, FMET
AELRDHFIHNERESHEEREMPEEL AKENARARR, Ak—LEAD
FBEARBAREEELLAZ B MERFR,AXSR Kidder 5 AMBA #IFTH A
EH RN/ B SR T AR G E/E SR ), 3R SE 3R E X =4
DAY TEREFE B A B AR SR 00 o 180 i 3 148 T AR 75 B0 B0 FAL B0 AR XS TR 08 3
REMNEQERERDRTHELE. £3 PHMEELANX PTG BR RO E
HEY AP E R EHES D THERAEMIENELA . ARALANXFEHIEHS
RIOTERES AL, MEET ARERAEX TRAOEMBARAESY A5 E 2 KT
MBI AR, XPTEBERE LR 0T RES — B0 U8R U5 M
H AMENRFERA AEM AR, bR AR A, W E R T MIEM B,
N FH AR B2 FE B RS BURD , (45 0 U AR A S AR AR M SE R AR T
—RERHE  FEMEET AR E SE AT MIENE L AR M5 K PEET
ARFERF R . NE7RBREEL AR WIHEBAERSE LR AERTLE L, A
HEMERHIASHERFHEMENELASAES S AERT KA, MERAR
FEEEE I MW EE .

23 KRMBEBANLSEN THABIHERNANMEY
The two indices indicating the relative breadth of the frontal and occipital to the middle vault

Sl EOE R 7 3 AR E TS
A MFB/AUB  ASB/AUB  #R& MFB/AUB  ASB/AUB  #5% MFB/AUB  ASB/AUB

ZKD T 0.578 0.830  S2 0.626 0.931 ER 3733 0.689 0.939
ZKD X 0.605 0.755  S4 0.993  ER 3883 0.667 0.917
ZKD X 0.587 079  SIX 0.694 093  OH9 0.714 0.879
ZKD I 0.603 0.762  S10 0.643 0.977  Daka 0.730 0.892
ZKD V 0.613 0.835 S12 0.662 0.880 JEH T 0.700 0.907
B HIE-1 0.597 0.794 517 0.687 0.947

Trinil 0.675 0.730 D 2280 0.788 0.568
Nanjing 0.594 0.79  Ngl 0.797 0.955 D 2700 0.874 0.555
Hexian 0.646 0.985  Ng6 0.757 0.929  Ceprano 0.848 0.702

Ng 7 0.731 0.872

Ng 10 0.705 0.846

Ng 11 0.757 0.858

Ng 12 0.731 0.894

Sm 1 0.704 0.876

Sm 3 0.737 0.861

HEEH 0.708 0.899
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The two indices indicating the relative breadth of the frontal and occipital to the middle vault
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RIBEZERANAIEREAMFTOFRMELS R, WME LA 47 R A 5 25
4 180 T4 AT, RAFEARFERA TANEI AW SR Z 5 RRIT 0 m KT 8, 3
BB G R AT KR R P TR, 3k A ol Y o R R T a2 ok B
METAERTEFEFRREAEHES Ao S REERT RS EHEREE,
A, S EME L AAESHERREEROMEHREED TRITSELARKERE
REERE, A SO RS E A E LA Sk BT B B B ST T o i & B KB g A 0 JE A
REYASERAEREEMNEEETEETARA R SE MR, FERA AR
R B BB AIAL SR , LA R B8 R B9 P R R b A o T D JE T W AR A B AL SR A K 5
AR AR R A BN R, FWE AEXEREMNRRFENRA L SHERRTE
TR, 2NN EROBFANE. PEOMBEEIAEREFUNEHENRI LY
HERATMEWELAZEL, MS5AOEMERELAHE AR, &I, Anton A XL
WE ST AME RO RCBE T HEXERAEMER" Y, SEEFEF¥AREATIA
BRI RE SR RE0, FE KBRS 1A K — L REET 2 518,
3.1 EXAXBAUBRRENTRE

R XBEBETLER, SMATHARSEIEMMEM EL A, (O JERERERIME
AR LAY E I R AE R, B AR T RO B R A AR AR, BAXHR
FRENGRAGEAARFELARBRRAOENREREL AT ATMHETL A, Xk
B AWAFERLETEEBNES 180 TE—HBES 10 TELIK, B, XHERE
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3.2 BAOBEIABENBISFHT

20 40 80 AL AL, TEA X W AMEME T A XRMAA D AAKEELAR
SEHERFATEMNE I AMRERMTESESRE -EEFAFRXERSEHEE, RE
HY¥ERBARYE AANSTERASEERRTROEEL AN B EFHE"™ A
AERAEE—EPANERRTEMNET AN MAREE LRENETAKERE L
B, BETENELASPEEIAZAFMERELOENTEARNERTENRARES
FREOARE™, dEMMENE L AR TNESE L EEORLA AR RIS F
HEEARKE . Kame™ A AFBMELATESTNERHFLENRALEREQ
(homogenous) , N A] it — K P A AR MK K E, HEF -HHHARRKAMAEEL
ABEMNESTREFRTEMNMENERTEEL ANXRA TR . 5T, &%
P REEAS MM BOER b, XX~ TSR, RINHTHRES NS
RERAOEHNEEELATEMSN BRHEMRA LT EHE AR FIEMMEE R T
BEYAMR R, MEMOEREZ LS ENNDNE AT B AHEE S AR
fE il BRI R, MR BRELAREHXH OSBRI ERELATERLEN
B L A7 I BB T B R AR A AR BB A SR MR DI ESL AfE LA —
BRI AR BB R~ MERFEA TR, Kidder &A™ Xt E A K& I & 508
TR ORBR T A O EE S AR ERE T IE M HED B JE 7 B 5 A/ I & 55
fE o i fT) AR X B R B A 005 B AL AR E B M R B30 & FRAE R L7 R (unique metric
pattem) , AXEERAX -FETRAOESENHEEEATEETAZANER HELE
RE XX E R R TR R R B AR Y M5 B SR T A LR X A 2 A R
HIEEI ANBRAAR TIRMAEPE T B LA S MEE 50550 2R T Mt — PR
fli R E X MBIRA MR
33 REEVANMRERSHATH

EEVARBURMN 100 2FE ERYUANATHEL AKAGRFERAEELE -
MERATA, EREZILEA LHEETR FERMN A RIEEmE L, BER
WA TR BN E AT ELAZAOROEE L AEESRERELXZESX
WHEEHEFAMEL MEREEFHPECENERN, BNEER AAORELAES
HAE—ESRUSELEN, EEZLREZANRERFLE. AW, TFERIENULAMZRT
—EHHB RS . 0 Anton M EMET AERERATH—RIMAH AR, RE
HEEAYEVANEGERATEEEBERT 100 2546, A7 LHMBEHDE T TS L
R EL ANAREZAEMEES LOHUBREAATEASHAMTFHAGREOE
HAMMALEE., MANEEVAXRESTEMNES AREASEMEEFEYHHE
HHARTEERAEL B ARES"Y, B, Anton BRI WX FERAE 7 A K
@W(geographic variants of Homo erectus ), Z~3CXE W B 57 A& W & 88 K4 T4 Bos
RESFUMERE AVMRXETLATETRA LA L EL T HARAGEREERRAH
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WFR, EMEEH AN ER AT AT ASE N ERIEEEL AL RLKL
100 £ EEMUP—ERHRE. MREL AR EEEOHR"® AOEMETELA
RARRFEMNMDERHEELAMAESNRHERN . FERIALFSHXFEEHI X
BN BB BIRE R TUMTFE, 00X ST LR O MR R KT E LA
AEEARTENELARRMARTERESHIL., MAXMABREZREENELIA
Bk BMERERIN AT HEBARMERErF. AOEELABLRE —-LARFT
WA ERBEYEARNSEUEFERA, MAEE LA XZ R 53R AU & 57
AFRUE K B BRIE . EEHANERE —ARKEETEB IR TEIABERESS
MEFEERBARRMRARS, 20— AELAMENBRFES FNBRIEN TR
ZIAMUFEA -BRRA TR, BA -, h TR0 EENRR, B A6
I3t B L AfE FHAE A IRE A 2T
3.5 PEEZANER

20 R, ETEEARANEIALAFLENERBEASIETEAF AR HERS
MIXE A RFEMEHRT RIS, AXETHED MEETASAREAT
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i B AE M AE AU VR 5 R AL, e B R T . EhRE
HERASHFRARER—LMEN T MEET AL, BERHEE™ AP EE S
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HHAHEET ASHEGARRN SR ENEE SE A AL ARE, AR OESER
ARMFEFANSMERHL, B, RHEEFREAENIEENETERETIALA
EHENMENCETEENELARBEEZRIIEE. P RAXEHRAEHEAA¥YARRCE
EEEMEET ASHOEEL AEAERHE LA, BN FREERNGRERARKE
B XA AR R
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R EEERNNERAEE L AR LR A0 EEL AR N — L2 ERZ
FHWA KR ERE S HAEARERNZRUTH BHKR . Kidder I\ % 88 138 I 5
BEFEAERBACEEIAZRERRTELARKIERNRE, BHMRE LT
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HET R CR RE S N R AT R BUE B 1 O KR B, X R E A BT B R
JE £ o R A —MER D B AR AR AR TEXMIELT, X5
B3 BT ) B R S TR I AR AT RE R BUE S E . Bl AR AN
JB B LR, B AE A IFA B AR 250 AR ARESHIEERN EERK, Mk
ETRUERESFBARZHEMMNEIERE. FEIFAOESEHEEPHREPEIL T
X, 30 e B B AR A R — R AT RO R, 1R A h, R BB B AT BB 5 AAROKOR 3R
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The Cranial Metric Diversity of Chinese Homo erectus

LIU Wu', ZHANG Yin-yun'

(1. Institwte of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences , Beijing 100044)

Abstract: For the past decade, the morphological variations of Asian Homo erectus, and their
significance in the origin and evolution of Homo erectus in Asia have attracted great attentions in the

paleoanthropological research around the world. Some colleagues have suggested that both the
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morphologican and metric cranial features of Zhoukoudian Homo erectus possess different patterns from
the African and other Asian specimens assigned to Homo erecius. Some researchers even doubt the
traditional opinion that the cranial features of Zhoukoudian specimens be regarded as the typical
morphological pattern of the Homo erectus around the world. To further explore this problem,
multivariate analyses were used to the cranial metric data of 33 Homo erectus specimens found in Africa
and Eurasia. Our results indicate that the mainland Asian Homo erectus of Zhoukoudian and Nanjing
exhibits unique cranial metric pattern not shared by African and Indonesian Homo erectus.
Zhoukoudian and Nanjing specimens are characterized by a wide midvault and relatively narrow frontal
and occipital bones, while the crania of Indonesian and African Homo erectus have relatively broad
frontal and occipital dimensions compared to their midvaults. Our analysis also reveals that the Homo
erectus cranium found in Hexian of China resembles Indonesian and African specimens in metric
pattern, and obviously differs from thossed of Zhoukoudian and Nanjing. Based on these findings, a
series of problems including the evolution of Homo erectus cranial metric features, the characteristics of
Zhoukoudian Homo erectus crania, and the temporal and regional variations of Asian Homo erectus are

discussed .

Key words: Homo erectus; Human evolution; Cranial metric features; China; Indonesia; Africa
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