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Fig.1 The mandibles found at Tianyuan Cava and Zhiren Cave.
(a. M [ F T #1 8 IE @ % /frontal view of the Tianyuan Cave mandible; b. H [ T i & | @ ¥ /lateral view of the Tianyuan
Cave mandible; c. % AJE T4 & iF @ W /frontal view of the Zhiren Cave mandible; d. & AJE T4 & 1l @ W, /lateral view
of the Zhiren Cave mandible)
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Emergency and Evolution of Early Modern Humans in China:
Some Thoughts Derived from Recent Studies

LIU Wu

Key Laboratory of Vertebrate Evolution and Human Origins of Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100044

Abstract: Research and debates on modern human origins have exhibited some new trends in the
past ten years with more attention paid to the detailed course of modern human origins. These
new trends involve three aspects: 1) the emergency and dispersal of early modern humans; 2) the
morphological pattern and evolution of the late Middle to early Late Pleistocene hominins; and
3) health conditions and living adaptations during this emergence and evolution. In this paper, the
past ten years’ research in the field of the emergence and evolution of modern human origins in

China are reviewed and discussed.

Keywords: Modern human; Human fossils; Morphology



