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Fig. 2 Stratigraphic section of Qingtoushan Formation in Qingtoushan, Yumen, Gansu
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THE HORIZON OF DASHANKOU FAUNA AND THE PERMO-TRIASSIC
STRATA IN NORTHERN QILIAN AREA, CHINA

LIU Jun' SHANG Qing-Hua' SUN Ke-Qin® LILu'
(1 Key Laboratory of Evolutionary Systematics of Vertebrates, Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology,
Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100044 liujun@ivpp.ac.cn)
(2 School of Earth Sciences and Resources, China University of Geosciences Beijing 100083)

Abstract

After reexamining the horizon producing the Dashankou Fauna and the division
of Permo-Triassic strata in northern Qianlian area, China, we found the misuse of the
name “Xidagou Formation”. Xidagou is held as group name for lower-middle Triassic of
northern Qilian area, and cannot apply to other strata. We suggest rename former Xidagou
Formation with Dashankou Fauna as Qingtoushan Formation and design the Qingtoushan
section as the holostratotype; and the former Xidagou Formation applied to upper Triassic
should be renamed.

Key words Yumen, Gansu; Permo-Triassic; Xidagou, Qingtoushan and Sunan formations
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PNAS 2012 & 20

PNAS paper about “Acinonyx kurteni”” has been retracted

Since the paper of Christiansen and Mazak about “Acinonyx kurteni” was published
on PNAS (2009, 106: 512-515), it has been queried, because its sole foundation was a fossil
forgery (Stone, 2010, Science, 330: 1740-1741; Deng and Qiu, 2011, Science, 331: 1137;
Deng, 2011, Vertebrata PalAsiatica, 49: 362-364). Recently, we together with Mazak examined
this skull, and confirmed its severely forged parts: the zygomatic arches of the skull were
made from ribs, the incisors were actually premolars from other carnivores, the skull roof were
pieced by bone fragments of other mammals, and the posterior part of the skull was simply
plastic. This specimen was collected from the Late Miocene red clay, instead of the Early
Pleistocene loess in the Linxia Basin. Based on these facts, this PNAS paper was retracted
online on August 20, 2012.

(DENG Tao)



