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Fig. 1 A map showing the distribution of Paleolithic sites in the Nihewan Basin(after Wei Qi
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THE PLEISTOCENE PALEOLITHIC DISCOVERIES AND THE LITHIC
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Abstract

The Paleolithic of Nihewan Basin,located in northwest Hebei Province and northern Shanxi Province and 50km
west of Beijing,is characterized by large numbers of sites,a long-term scale,definite strata and rich cultural remains.
Recently numerous Paleolithic sites have been discovered ,most of which are open-air sites located in the eastern part
of the Nihewan Basin and bedded in lacustrine sediments or alluvial deposits of the Sanggan River terraces.

Due to the increase in archaeological discoveries and dating technique advances,the paper tries to adjust the
chronological sequence which was first established by Wei Qi in 1991. From the chronological sequence shown,
there are no sites known during the periods 0. 7 ~0. 3Ma and 0. 2 ~ 0. 1 Ma. It suggests that more work is required to
explain such a situation. Evidences of human activities and dates recently obtained indicate that sites from the Early
to Late Pleistocene Paleolithic in the Nihewan Basin formed a concentrated time and cultural sequence.

In this paper,human occupations from Early to Late Pleistocene are discussed as well as the development of
lithic technology in a macroscopic perspective. By introducing some representative Lower Paleolithic sites such as
Majuangou, Xiaochangliang, Donggutuo and Sankeshu, and Middle Pleolithic sites such as Xujiayao, and Upper
Paleolithic sites like Zhiyu and Hutouliang in the Nihewan Basin,the paper studied the Pleistocene Paleolithic sites
and the lithic technology evolution. The preliminary research indicates that the lithic technology was developed
according to a “continuous evolution” model. The small tool technology was improved continually from the Early
Pleistocene to the Late Pleistocene and the developmental route should be modified as the Donggutuo-Zhiyu series,
which includes Zhoukoudian locality 1, Sankeshu, Xujiayao, Zhiyu was developed into the microlithic culture.
Microlithic technology was very advanced when it appeared in the Upper Paleolithic, playing the role of innovation
in lithic technology. Actually, the research suggests that the microlithic tradition could be traced back to early
Pleistocene ,and may be found the traces in the small tool technology development of the “Donggutuo-Zhiyu”
series. This is strong evidence for the theory of a local origin for the microlithic culture tradition.

The Paleolithic culture in the Nihewan Basin is not simple,and can even be said to be quite complex,as some
advanced technologies first emerged in the early period and traditional technology was unaffected by new

technology. All these mean that there are many subjects worth exploring in depth in the Nihewan Paleolithic.

Key words Nihewan Basin, Pleistocene, Lithic technology, development



