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ON THE PROBLEMS OF SEEKING THE EARLIEST
(ABOUT 2 Ma) HUMAN REMAINS IN CHINA

Zhang Senshui
(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and FPalevanthropology. Académin Sinica, Beijing  100044)

5 Abstract
P o - T

Most archeologists and palecanthropologists claim that the human originate in Africa,
we consider that Asia, specially China, could not be neglected to be a possible region of
the human origin, because many fossils of ancient apes from over 10 Ma to about 4 Ma,
human fossils and cultural remains {rom 1.7 Ma to upper paleolithic have been found in
China. Because human fossils and cultural relics dated about 2 Ma had not vet been
discovered an empty gap of the human evolution clearly exists between the fossil ape and
Homo erectus there.

On the basis of palecsedimentary environment of early Pleistocene and the characters
of stone artifacts of pre-early paleclithic, China could be able to make a greater contribu-
tion to the subject on the human origin study. If the extensive survey and the multi-disci-
plinary study will be undertaken in the important regions of China, such as Nihewan
basin, Yuanmou basin and Three Gorge yegion, itis well promising to encounter the earlj-
est (about 2 Ma bp) cultural remains and to {ill in the empty gap mentioned above.
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