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ON A COLLECTION OF NEOGENE MAMMALS FROM
CHING-AN, EASTERN KANSU

Zuar Ren-ye*

(Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleounthropology, Academia Sinica)

(Summary)

In a short pote published in 1959 (Chai, 1959; in Chinese) entitled “Discovery of some
Miocene Mammals ar Chin-an (=Quinan), Eastern Kansu” the author described some teeth of
i Aceratherium(?) and fragmentary remains of Platybelodon found in the Quinan district, Eastern

Kansu, and stated that the occurrence of these fossils indicate the presence of Miocene mammal-
Dearrg beds i thar district,  An additional collecion ot mammalian fossils  discovered from four

different localities in the same district are briefly described in the present paper.

The mammalian fossils recognized in the collection include isolated teeth and bones of three
species of bunodont mastodonts (Gomphotherium cf. connexus Hopwood, Serridentinus sp.), 2 spp.
of Hipparion (one small and one larger forms), Chilotherium sp., ? Aceratherium sp., Paleotragus
ct. decipiens Bohlin, Samotherium sp., cervids, antelopes, etc, The presence of Gomphotherium cf.
connexus, Serridentinus sp. and probably also dceratherium sp. confirms once again the occurrence
of a Miocene (most probable upper Miocene) mammalian horizon in that district.

Since so far only very few localities with Miocene fossils are known in China, although the
information available at present are unfortunately meager, these discoveries in Quinan are interesting
and worthwhile to be put on record.

On the other hand, it is evident that, aside from those forms which were attributed to the
Miocene, fossils of Pliocene (Pontian) age are also recorded. These include such well known forms
as Hipparion, Chilotherium ¢tc, Therefore, we can know that at least two Neogene mammalian
horizons are present in the district of Quinan, Unfortunately the stratigraphical position as well as
the locality of many of the fossils in the collection are not recorded.

As an appendex to the present paper a description of an incomplete tooth of Stegodon orientalis
Owen found in the same district of Quinan was also given here. It is also of interest and quite
unexpected to find an element which has so far been considered as form more typically repre-
sentative of the Middle (or Late inclusive) Pleistocene Ailuropoda-Stegodon fauna of South China
in a district as farther north as that in Eastern Kansu. Probably this district and its adjacent ter-
ritories of Eastern Kansu represent the westward extension of a region transitional between the
Southern and Northern faunas in earlier Pleistocene (pre-Malanian) like that in the Huiho (the

Huei River) region.

* Formerly known as Chai Jen-chich in the literature of 1957—1960.
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