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THE ROLE PLAYED BY CHINESE PALEOANTHROPOLOGICAL .

STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF HUMAN EVOLUTION'
——IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 60TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE
FIRST PEKING MAN SKULL

Wu Rukang

(Iesilture of Verteorgie Paleoatology and Palcoanshropology, Academia Sinico)

Abstract

A lot of fossil apes was found in China, among which the most important ones ate the Luf-
engpithecus tufengensis. It seems close to the common ancestor of the African big apes and au-
stralopithecines. Besides, the Gigamtopithecus is an interesting form of extinct aberrant ape.

Important representative specimens were found in different stages of human evolution,
such as Home erecrus from Lantian, Zhoukoudian and Hexian, archaic or early Homo sapiens
from Dali, Jinniushan and Maba and late Homo sapiens from Liujiang, Ziyang and Upper
Cave of Zhoukoudian,

The dates of the earliest Homeo erectur whether in Indonesia or in China are in contro-
versy. The tdea that Homo erecins first originated in Africa and then came to Asia around
one million years b.p. has more evidence than the other suggestions at present.

The morphological continuity of human fossils right from Home erectss to modern Ho-
mo sepiens in China clearly exists. Thus u supports the multi-regional model of the theory
of origin of modern humankind.

The Chinese human fossils show close relations to the peoples of surrounding areas. A lat
of work has also been done on the physical features of modern Han Chinese and many nation-

al minority groups.
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